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MEFOSA held a Workshop on “Economic Fraud & Geographical 

indications” on the 23
rd

 of June 2010 in its offices in Hamra. 

 

Five persons from the Ministry of trade of Egypt, representatives from 

different organizations in Lebanon such as the Lebanese Franchise 

Association and managers of reputable industries attended this 

workshop.  

 

All started with an opening presentation done by Mr. Atef Idriss; CEO 

of MEFOSA, followed by a presentation on Economic Fraud tackling the consequences and risks 

of fraudulent practices that range from lost sales and bankruptcies to adverse health consequences 

& even possible fatalities. Moreover, we clarified how food fraud occupies an awkward gap 

between food safety (accidental food contamination) & food defense or bioterrorism (intentional 

corruption of the food supply by terrorists).  

Adulteration of food proteins - as seen in the recent melamine scandal - is becoming a greater 

threat to industry as the food supply has become more globalized and economic crisis drives 

manufacturers to seek cheaper ingredients, and this was highlighted on during the presentation as 

the trigger point of Food Fraud.  

Furthermore, we focused on two types of common Fraud: Adulteration & Counterfeiting, and the 

reasons of their growth. At the end of the presentation we offered some recommendations & Anti-

Fraud Strategies for consumer and industry‟s protection.  

 

After a quick break of the attendees, Ms.Thanaa Abu Ghyda, a GI Agronomist Expert at the 

ministry of Economy & Trade presented cases on geographical indications and laws of protection 

in different countries, closing by Lebanon „s case in protecting Lebanese products.  

 

On the other hand, MEFOSA believes that this subject hasn‟t received much attention until 

recently. Therefore, we hope to do bigger events in the late future, to elaborate more on the issue 

and maybe on bigger scale.  

 

For further information on this issue of for any feedback please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Economic Fraud and Geographical Indications:  
Why should we protect our trademarks and brands? 
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Recommendations of the Food Fraud Workshop 

 

- Awareness on Economic fraud in general should increase among people: More seminars, 

workshops etc...   

- Improve collaboration between public and private sectors in order to find better solutions 

and stop the growth of this problem. 

- Law for geographical indication: Re-look at it and start implementing it.  

- Implementations of laws that could enhance the protection of brands, trademarks and put 

limits to adulterations, counterfeiting and all types of food fraud.  

- Setting bigger events that involve different countries from all over the world in general: 

setting negotiations, agreements, etc… 

- Introduce people to higher technologies and their effective use.  

- Collaboration and responsibility of the industry to effectively deter consumer product 

fraud.  

 

Solutions suggested and recommended to fight Food Fraud: 

-  Establish a clearing house to facilitate sharing intelligence 

- Create an effective shared audit “supply chain check program”  

- Being a partner with technology and academic associates 

- Expand ingredient standards database 

- Develop shared library of ingredient reference samples 

- Establish partnerships with  federal and state government  

- Technologies such as: DNA testing/fingerprinting for specie‟s identification 

- Isotope ratio analysis: environment 

- Agencies (ex: Food Standards Agency in the UK) & Surveillance systems 

- As is done in Food Safety and Food Defense, the most efficient and effective 

implementation is incorporating anti-counterfeit strategic steps into current “Standard 

Operating Procedures” (HACCP, GMP, Six Sigma, QA, etc.);  
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 ىصٍبد َذوح انغص فً انًىاد انغزائٍخت

 
ٌُجغً صٌبدح انتىػٍخ ثطأٌ الاحتٍبل الالتصبدي ثطكم ػبو ثٍٍ انُبط: يضٌذ  -

 انخ ...يٍ انحهمبد انذساسٍخ ووسش انؼًم

م انحهىل تحسٍٍ انتؼبوٌ ثٍٍ انمطبػٍٍ انؼبو وانخبظ يٍ أخم إٌدبد أفض -

 وولف ًَى هزِ انًطكهخ

 ح انُظش فً رنك وانجذء فً تُفٍزِانمبَىٌ نًؤضش خغشافً : إػبد -

تطجٍك انمىاٍٍَ انتً يٍ ضأَهب تؼضٌض حًبٌخ انؼلايبد انتدبسٌخ ، ووضغ  -

 حذود نهتمّهٍذ وانتضّوٌش وخًٍغ أَىاع انغص انغزائً

نؼبنى ثصفخ تحضٍش لأحذاث أكجش تطًم ثهذاٌ يختهفخ يٍ خًٍغ أَحبء ا  -

 ػبيخ : وضغ انًفبوضبد والاتفبلبد ، انخ...

 واستخذايهب ػهى َحى فؼبلخذٌذح تمٍُبد تؼشٌف انُبط إنى   -

 فً الإَتبج احتٍبل انًستههكوانًسؤونٍخ نصُبػخ فؼبنخ نشدع  انتؼبوٌ -

  

 انحهىل انمتشحخ نًكبفحخ انغص انغزائً

 

 الاستخجبساتٍخ إَطبء يشكض خبظ نهًؼهىيبد نتسهٍم تجبدل انًؼهىيبد -

 ٍ سهسهخ انتىسٌذ"إَطبء يشاخؼخ يطتشكخ فؼهٍخ " ثشَبيح نهتحمك ي -

 غ ضشكبء انتكُىنىخٍب والأكبدًٌٍخأٌ تكىٌ ضشٌكب ي -

  انلأسبسٍخّ.   ًؼبٌٍشانتىسٍغ لبػذح  -

                                                 ؼٍُبد يشخؼٍخن فً يؼهىيبدتطىٌش انًكتجخ انًطتشكخ  -

                               يغ انحكىيخ انفٍذسانٍخ وحكىيبد انىلاٌبد بيخ ضشاكخإل -

 ,يصذس انكبئُبداختجبس انحًض انُىوي / انجصًبد نتحذٌذ : تكُىنىخٍبان -

 خٍانجٍئتحهٍم َسجخ انُظبئش

أَظًخ تؼضٌض وكبلاد )يثلا : وكبنخ انًؼبٌٍش انغزائٍخ فً انًًهكخ انًتحذح( و -

 انًشالجخ

، ٌدت تُفٍز أكثش كفبءح  نحبل فً انذفبع ػٍ سلايخ الأغزٌخوكًب هى ا -

 : بنخطىاد الاستشاتٍدٍخثذيح يكبفحخ انتضٌٍف وفؼبنٍخ انجشَبيح ث

انًخبطش ، ثشَبيح انشصذ "إخشاءاد انتطغٍم انًىحذح" )َظبو تحهٍم 

 ، سؤال وخىاة ، ويب إنى رنك(  انؼبنًً

 

انًجبدسح انؼبنًٍخ 
 انًضجىطخ
 )الايى انًتحذح(

 

يُظًخ انصحخ انؼبنًٍخ 
 نهطشق الاوسظ

 )أَظًخ ضجظ انسلايخ انغزائٍخ(
 

ثشَبيح انتًٍُخ والاَتبخٍخ 
 انًستذايخ

 )اسكىا(
 

انهدُخ الالتصبدٌخ 
 والاختًبػٍخ نغشثً آسٍب

 )اسكىا(
 

يؤسسخ تًٍُخ انمذساد 
 والاػًبل انؼبئهٍخ

 
 اندبيؼخ انهجُبٍَخ الايشٌكٍخ

 

 يؤسسخ انسلايخ انغزائٍخ
خبيؼخ ولاٌخ -)اندبيؼخ الايشٌكٍخ

 يٍتطٍغبٌ(

 

اندًؼٍخ انهجُبٍَخ نؼهًبء 
 وتمًٍُ انغزاء

 

خ نلاػلاٌ اندًؼٍخ انىطٍُ
 وانتسىٌك

 

اندًؼٍخ انىطٍُخ نهتسًٍبد 
 اندغشافٍخ
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